





THE OUTLINE 
OF HISTORY 

BEING A PLAIN HISTORY 
OF LIFE AND MANKIND 

BY H .G . WELLS 


Written with the auiv'we and 
: editorial help oE : 

'Mr Ernest 'Barker 
Sir H. H. JohNstoN 
Sir E. Ray Lankesteii^ 

MurrAy: (I> ' - “ 




























IiH 


THE OUTLINE 
OF HISTORY 


INTRODUCTION 































































THE OUTLINE OF HISTORY 






THE RECORD. OF THE ROCKS 



history is longer only because it is more detailed 


o. . Life is like a little glow, scarcely kindled ^ 


in 

NATURAL SELECTION AND THE CHANGES OF 
SPECIES 


N” 


things to-day, but' all living things past and 

growth ; 'all living things 'take nourishment, all 
living things mow about as they feed and grow, 

they give rise to other living tilings, either by 
growing and then dividing or by means of 






























THE INVASION OF 
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stages ^extreme wetness. The highest plants c 

out through the vast icons of the Proterozoic 
Age and the early Paleozoic Age by nature’s 

(method of experiment and trial. Then slowly, 
but in great abundance, a variety of ne ’ ' 

began to swarm away from the sea and 

■ :y spread. 
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ancestors of the insects developed a system of 
air pouches and air tubes; The tracheal tubes, 
which carry the air all over the body before it 

animals, the gills of'the ancestral fish were first 
supplemented and then replaced by a bag-like 
‘ roat, the primitive lung 
swimming-bladder. To this day there survive 
certain mudfish which enable us to understand 

braled land animals worked their way out of the 
water. These creatures (c.g. the African lung 

is a rainy full season and a dry season, during 
which the rivers become mere ditches of baked 

about and breathe by gills like any other fish. 


sh, when it is caught by 


to the surface and gulps aii 


plants vertebrated ar 
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THE LATER POSTGLACIAL PALEOLITHIC 
MEN, THE FIRST TRUE MEN 
(Later Palaeolithic Age) 




through the slow ages'parallel with the Meander- 

some more ape-like progenitor. For hundreds 
of centuries they were acquiring skill of hand 
and limb, and cower and bulk of brain, in that 

ready far above the Neanderthal level of 
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EARLY THOUGHT 




like therrv'but what were slight and shallow im- 



























EARLY THOUGHT 


out of the desire for power 


source of deep excitement. The thing we hav 
to bear in mind is that Xeolithic man was sti 
mentally.undeveloped, he could he confused an 
illogical to a degree quite impossible to a 
educated modern person. Conflicting and cor 



.y call religion (Lat. rcligarc, to bind 1 ). 


‘what has gone before that prir 


'’ d through 


. feeling out for guidance 
personally they needed protection and direction, 
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THE ARYAN-SPEAKING PEO: 
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SEA PEOPLES AND TRADING PEOPLES 
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JUDEA, GREECE AND INDIA 


THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES AND THE 
PROPHETS 1 
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/now for the first ti 

(that extended beyond Egypt. Neither the 
early Aryans nor the early Semites se< 


offering of cx-votos, that is to say of small models 


affected the Mongolian mind very little, but the 
continuation of the individual life after death 
had been from the earliest times an intense pre- 
'on of the Egyptians. It played now a 


most remarkable anticipations of usages and 

Christian era. The essential idea, the living 
' Christianity was, as we shall pr<<- 
„ , >w, a new thing in the history of 

and leader of souls, leading souls the mind and will of man; but the garments 
ritual and symbol and formula that Christ- 


devotional literature of his cult he is spoken of sently si 


is day, V 
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exclusively confined to Mongolian peoples, the 



Book V 

THE RISE AND COLLAPSE OF THE ROMA^T' 
EMPIRE ; - 
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FROM TIBERIUS GRACCHUS TO THE GOD 
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cratic " civilized popular education or of the represents 


T E seiT 1 



| Ferrcroseemsto be indulging in one of those to which the gerry mande ring of popular re- 
1 Greatness and Decline of Dome, bk. i. ch. .-a' ever there was a new enfranchisement of citizens 
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THE C/ESARS BETWEEN THE SEA AND THE 
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CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM 
XXX 

THE BEGINNINGS, THE RISE, AND THE 
DIVISIONS OF CHRISTIANITY 
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